
The next war will 

reach Space

Switch to Space 2

Nicolas Gérôme, 05 October 2020



A day without space

Video is courtesy of Norwegian Ministry of Defence
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Increasing Space Threats
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07/09/2018: Athena-Fidus eavesdropping



27/03/2019: Mission Shakti



02/09/2019: Aeolus/Starlink-44 near-miss



15/04/2020: Russian Nudol Test



15/07/2020 Kosmos 2543 Kinetic test



17/05/2020: 3rd X-37B launch



GNSS Jamming



We’re in 1914  and it’s no good news…



Strategic Context
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Military use of Space
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Space Command & Space Forces

2001

Russian Space Forces

2015

PLA Strategic Support Forces

2019

US Space Force

2020

French CIE

Smaller scales initiatives in many countries



Military* satellites landscapes
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Source: Union of Concerned Scientists, 01 APR 2020
*Declared as such @ UNOOSA



NATO : 
Space as an Operational Domain

• Space has been declared as an Operational Domain during
London NATO Summit in Dec 2019

• Same criteria used for Cyber in 2016 (many similarities)

• Inherently global environment requiring unique capabilities to 
operate

• Any conflicts that extends to space has the potential to affect 
all users of space

• Free access, exploration & use of outer space for peaceful
purposes is the common interest of all nations

• Space is essential to Alliance deterrence & defence



NATO Overarching Space Policy
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EU: More Space Security

• EU Space Program: 500 M€ to develop new security
components

– GOVSATCOM

– EU SSA

• Creation of DG DEFIS

• European Defense Funds: several space-related
programs

• Space as Capability Devp Priority @ European
Defense Agency

• EEAS  3SOS Initiative



In Belgium ?

Safe, secure, sustainable and 
resilient space environment that

allows Belgian economic, 
industrial, academic, public & 

defense stakeholders and citizens
to fully exploit the benefits of 

space.



Conclusions

Think Security 
from design

Build resilience

Increase 
awareness  & 

inteligence

Cooperation, 
cooperation & 

more cooperation



QUESTIONS ?
CSO-1  CNES ©



Join us ! www.mil.be

420 posts 
in 2021

Reservist

2300 posts 
in 2021

Military

150 posts 
in 2021

Civilian

Media removed

http://www.mil.be/

